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On Oct. 4, the movement of non-aligned countries (NAM) admitted Honduras as a full member.
Honduran Foreign Minister Mario Carias announced NAM's decision in New York, where NAM
held a ministerial-level meeting parallel to the 48th UN General Assembly. Since 1991, Honduras
has held observer status in NAM. Both Thailand and Honduras were admitted together as full
members during the meeting, bringing the movement's total number of member nations to 110.
According to Carias, "although some would think non- alignment doesn't make any sense after
the end of the bipolar order in the world, [it is important] for the current movement to act as a
counterweight to the dominant tendencies" in international relations. Honduras's entrance into
the NAM is the latest in a series of initiatives by the foreign ministry to refurbish the country's
tarnished international image and to chart a more independent foreign policy. During the 1980s,
when Honduras served as a strategic base for US regional counterrevolutionary operations, the
country's foreign policy became closely intertwined with US policy agendas. (Source: Agence
France-Presse, 10/04/93)
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